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NOTE. 



The following work is designed to accompany 
the Inspiration and Reading of the Bible' 
which have beisn recently published by the So- 
ciety, and which should be introduced into every 
Sabbath school Library in our country. While 
it does not pretend to claim equality with those 
beautiful books in any respect, it may neverthe- 
less partially supply a' want which has long been 
felt in our Sabbath schools, and together with 
them, afford some help in the study of the sa- 
cred oracles. As utility rather than original- 
ity has been the aim of the writer, he has freely 
consulted those who are wiser than himself; and 
has endeavored to bring together, in a popular 
form, those hints, rules, and illustrations which 
are of most importance in the reading of the 
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Bible, without stopping to indicate the more 
learned sources from which some of them may 
have been derived. ' It would be unjust, how- 
ever, not to refer to Van Mildert's Bampton 
Lectures, to which he has been indebted for 
much valuable assistance in this undertaking. 
It is hoped that, with all its imperfections, this 
little book may be of some use to a large class 
of persons in our Churches and Sabbath schools, 
who have not access to larger works on the sub- 
ject of interpretation, or to whom those works, 
from their scientific character, would be nearly 
useless, and that it may tend to hasten the time 
when all shall know the Lord from the least to 
the greatest. 

Cambridge, March, 1844. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In the eighth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, we are told, that Philip, one of 
the earliest preachers of the Gospel, was, oh 
a certain occasion, commanded to go into 
the way that led from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
in order to explain to an Ethiopian noble- 
man, a passage in the book of Isaiah, 
which he was devoutly reading. For this 
work, Philip was well prepared, both by 
the instruction he had received from the 
Apostles, and by the inward teaching of the 
Holy Ghost. He executed his commission 
faithfully, and successfully; and the Eu- 
nuch, instructed and baptized, went on 
2 
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his way rejoicing, and became, in his turn 
the teacher of others. 

This passage suggests the subject of the 
following work, namely, the Interpretation 
of the Bible. 

This is a subject of great practical im- 
portance to all, and upon which every 
person ought to have clear and well settled 
views. Every one is bound by a divine 
command, John 5 : 39, to read the Bible 
for himself, if possible, in order to find that 
eternal life which it reveals ; and therefore 
should be solicitous to understand what he 
reads. But a great many persons are call- 
ed in Divine providence to teach and ex- 
plain the Scriptures to others. Not only 
ministers of the Gospel, who are sent forth, 
like Philip, to preach the word, but Sab- 
bath school teachers, and parents, are 
bound to instruct those committed to their 
charge in things pertaining to God. 

There is not a member of Christ's church, 
who may not be called upon to give expla- 
nations of Divine truth, upon which the 
everlasting condition of the inquirer may 
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depend. All persons, therefore, ought to 
understand the Scriptures at least so far as 
is essential to salvation, and be able to dis- 
charge the great duty of teaching, when- 
ever properly called to do it, in such a 
manner, as to attain the great end of re- 
ligious instruction, which is the salvation 
of those who are taught. 

There is another reason why we should 
have some general and well settled princi- 
ples of ii^terpretation, namely, the amazing 
diversity of religious opinion which pre- 
vails in the community. 

A large class among us, are secretly or 
openly opposed to Christianity, for reasons 
which they think lie in the Bible itself. 
But even among those who profess to re- 
ceive the Scriptures as the word of God, 
there are the most discordant views, not 
only respecting subordinate matters, but 
doctrines and usages acknowledged on all 
hands to be fundamentally important. 

This diversity of opinion upon religious 
subjects is as old as Christianity itself, and 
from its long and obstinate life, would 
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seem to be destined to be perpetual. What- 
ever Christian charity may constrain us to 
say and to hope respecting those who op- 
pose, and endeavor to destroy each other, 
we must confess that this state of religious 
warfare upon subjects relating to the eter- 
nal salvation of men, among those who 
profess to understand the Bible, and to be 
able to teach the unlearned, is an enormous 
evil both to the church and to the world. 
It entirely destroys the bond of Christian 
fellowship among the followers of Christ, 
so that those who expect to be received 
into heaven, are unwilling to sit together 
at the same table on earth. It unsettles the 
faith and hope of many, and exposes them 
not only to the pain and fluctuation of 
doubt, but to danger of fatal mistake upon 
a subject of all others most important. It 
fosters the most corrupt and malignant 
passions of the human mind ; and it has 
been frequently remarked, to the disgrace 
of Christians, that of all controversies, re- 
ligious controversies are the most bitter and 
remorseless. It creates and perpetuates the 
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most incurable prejudices and alienations, 
among those who ought to be united in the 
closest bonds of Christian love. It hardens 
the community into open or secret unbelief^ 
and contempt of Christianity, and greatly 
hinders the progress of that system of truth 
which is essential to human salvation; 
for the promulgation of the gospel, in the 
present divided condition of the church of 
Christ, implies the renewal, upon heathen 
ground, of all the controversies which have 
wrought so much evil in Christendom. 

It is a question of great interest and im- 
portance, whence this irreconcilable and 
most hurtful discrepancy arises, and whe- 
ther it is unavoidable and incurable. There 
seems to be no absolute necessity for this 
state of division and animosity in the hu- 
man mind. For though it may be true 
that it is naturally impossible for all men to 
think exactly alike upon all things, yet 
surely there is nothing in the constitution 
and laws of the human mind that necessa- 
rily prevents harmony of opinion, and feel- 
V^ upon subjects of fundamental import- 
2* 
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ance. All men possess substantially the 
same intellectual and moral faculties, the 
same spiritual wants, and the same natu- 
ral propensities ; and therefore are capable 
of agreeing in belief and practice respect- 
ing all things essentially connected with 
their eternal well being. 

Nor does the Bible justify this radical di- 
versity among Christians. So far from inti*. 
mating that there is any sufficient ground 
for it, the sacred writers pointedly condemn- 
divisions in the church ; and earnestly ex- 
hort their readers to "mind the same 
things," Phil. 3: 16, to "be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind, and 
in the same judgment." 1 Cor. 1 : 10. 
With " one mind, and one mouth to glorify 
God." Rom. 15 : 6. From which wc 
naturally infer, that as there is but one 
revelation, and as the same truths are ne- 
cessary for all, the whole body of believers 
might understand the Scriptures alike, and 
teach the same doctrines if they could be 
brought to the same moral condition, and 
were furnished with the same means of 
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knowledge, just as professors of natural 
science obtain substantially the same views 
of the great book of nature by the intelli- 
gent and faithful use of right methods ; and 
that wherever bitter and prolonged contro- 
versy exists upcMi points acknowledged to 
be vitally important to all men, there must 
be among some of the disputants a grievous 
abuse, or misapprehension of the text 
which they attempt to explain. 

This inference is abundantly confirmed 
by the Bible which we all appeal to as 
authority. For while it clearly predicts the 
rise and temporary prevalence of the spirit 
of controversy, heresies, schisms, and offen- 
ces in the church, and warns us against the 
arts of false teachers ; it declares that the 
time will come when all the people of God 
shall see eye to eye, Is. 62: 8. When 
there will be one fold and one shepherd, 
John 10: 16, and when all who believe 
will be of one mind and one heart, even as 
Christ is one with the Father. John 17 : 
11, 21, 23. Now this unity in faith, in 
practice, and in affection, will not be pro- 
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duced by a new and plainer revelation, nor 
by placing the church upon a new founda- 
tion, nor by any radical change in the 
natural constitution of the human mind, 
but by means of a better moral state, a 
more diligent study of the divine oracles, 
and the faithful application of just princi- 
ples of interpretation. 

The Bible is indeed declared to be a 
plain book, easy to be understood, and able 
to make all men wise unto salvation. But 
this does not imply that men will be saved 
from error, and become wise unto salvation 
by merely possessing the sacred records, or 
even by every possible mode of reading them. 
On the contrary, we are warned against 
'^corrupting the word of God ;" 2 Cor. 2 : 
17, against '^ being spoiled by philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ;" Col. 2: 8. Against being 
led astray by false teachers ; Math. 7 : 15, 
against handling the word of God deceit- 
fully; 2 Cor. 4: 2. And an apostle has 
said Uiat there are some things in the Epis- 
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ties of Paul, which are hard to be under- 
stood, which the ignorant and unskillful 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
to their own destruction. 2 Pet. 3: 16. 
We see, then, that plain as the Bible 
really is, men may, and actually do misun- 
derstand and pervert it, to their own de- 
struction ; and that the volume which was 
given to be the judge of controversy, the 
infallible teacher of man, and a light in our 
path to heaven, to guide, to comfort, and to 
sanctifj' the people of God, may be, and 
has been used to sanction the most per- 
nicious heresies. There is no church, 
sect or party, however wild, fanatical, or 
destructive in their doctrines and practices, 
that does not profess to ground themselves 
upon the plain word of God, and to draw 
all its bitter waters from the fountain of 
life. And how could this be, if some of the 
numerous conflicting parties into which 
Christendom is unhappily divided, did not, 
to a greater or less degree corrupt and per- 
vert the divine oracles by a false state of 
mind, or false principles of interpretation? 
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It is certain, then, that while the Bible 
claims, and truly, to be written for all, and 
to be plain and easy to be understood, its 
interpretation requires some qualifications 
which all have not hitherto actually pos- 
sessed, and efforts which all do not make. 

What then is our duty amidst all this 
painful contradiction, and dangerous per- 
version of truth? Shall we float uncer- 
tainly upon the waves of controversy? 
Shall we be blown about by every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning 
craftiness whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive? Shall we live in continual doubt 
und fear, which is but another name for 
spiritual death? Shall we refuse to read 
and to teach the Bible, or teach what we 
do not understand, and thus run the risk 
of destroying both ourselves and them that 
hear us? By no means. We ought to be 
well grounded, and settled, able to teach 
and admonish one another without danger 
of fundamental mistake, and to contend 
earnestly, not for uncertain speculations 
and commandments of men, but for the 



IKTRODVCTION. 8S 

faith once delivered to the saints. Jude 
V. 3. This is the duty, not of preachers 
only, but of all christians. But this duty 
rests upon the fact, that the Bible is the 
source of spiritual wisdom, not of doubt, 
and that by a proper method of studying it, 
all may be brought to acknowledge and 
embrace the truth as the foundation of 
their hopes. If this were not true, we 
must necessarily be ever learning, and 
never coming to the knowledge of the 
truth, and our teaching, instead of convert^ 
ing sinners from the error of their ways, 
and of edifying the church, would only in- 
crease the frightful catalogue of heresies 
which are so destructive to the spiritual 
interests of mankind. 

The clear understanding, and the faithful 
interpretation of the Scriptures, whenever 
it becomes our duty to teach others, is 
therefore for us, and for all' those who de- 
pend upon us for instruction, the great ob- 
jects which we should ever keep in view. 
It is to little purpose that we circulate tbs 
Bible, and establish Sabbath schools, un- 
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less men read the sacred oracles with 
the spirit and the understanding which 
are necessary to make them savingly 
acquainted with the truths they reveal. 
Instead of being a savour of life unto 
life, they will be everywhere a savour of 
death unto death. Let every one, then, 
who reads the Bible, feel that it is a solemn 
duty which he owes to God, who has 
caused his word to be written for our learn* 
ing, to use his best endeavors, and to avail 
himself of all necessary means, for obtain- 
ing clear views of religious truth, and 
ability to impart it to others. All those, 
especially, who sustain the responsible 
office of teachers in the church, whether in 
the pulpit, in the Sabbath school, or at the 
fire-side, should feel as Paul did, that a ne* 
cessity is laid upon them to receive the 
truth pure from the fountain, and to teach 
neither more or less than God has com- 
manded. 

In view of our duties and of our dangers 
at the present day, we have thought it im- 
portant to say a few words on the subject 
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of scriptural interpretation,-— to lay before 
our readers some general principles which 
should guide us in reading the Bible, and 
to show the high importance of faith- 
fully applying them in all our inquiries 
after truth, and in all our attempts to un- 
fold the doctrines which relate to man's 
salvation to those around us. We shall 
not be very minute in our discussion of 
this subject A few material points only 
will be touched upon, which, if they should 
be honestly and conscientiously adhered to 
by all, would probably guide them safely 
in all their inquiries ; and produce among 
christians all that unity in respect to essen- 
tial doctrines, and necessary practices which 
is desirable. There will always be some 
diversity of opinion upon matters of subor- 
dinate interest, but if we could be perfectly 
joined together in the same judgment re- 
specting truths necessary to be believed and 
practiced by all men, this diversity would 
be of little importance, and it would be 
constantly growing less. 
In exhibiting the principles which ought 
3 
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to guide us in the reading of the Bible, it 
will not be necessary to dwell upon those 
which are applicable to all kinds of writ- 
ing, and without which no book could be 
understood. We are sufficiently familiar 
with them, and there is no difficulty in 
their application. But the Bible is a pecu- 
liar book. It is indeed given to us in hu- 
man language, and thus, to a certain extent 
is to be interpreted according to the general 
laws of language which every reader is 
presumed to refer to almost unconscious- 
ly at every step of his progress. But it 
is a book sent down from heaven. Holy 
men wrote it, as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. It reveals the manifold wis- 
dom of God in a mystery. It bears a char- 
acter, therefore, which distinguishes it from 
all the writings of men, and is to be studied 
under the direction of some rules not appli- 
cable to all other writings. 

We shall endeavor to present all the 
points necessary to be touched, in as plain 
and familiar a manner as possible, so that 
no attentive reader shall be in doubt re- 
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specting our meaning. We do not expect 
to teach those who have made this the sub- 
ject of much thought and study. Our only 
aim is to aid those who enjoy fewer 
means of pursuing in a successful manner 
the study of the only book that can pre- 
serve them from error, purify them from 
ain, and prepare them for heaven. Most 
happy shall we be, if a single reader is 
guided safely in a path where so many 
have made shipwreck of faith, and a good 
conscience, and comes at length to that 
full assurance of hope which shall not be 
confounded at the last day. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ON THE MORAL REQUISITES TO A RIGHT UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF THE BIBLE. 

In order to obtain clear and adequate 
views of the subjects presented in the Bible, 
and to become able and safe teachers of the 
truth, we must first of all be brought into a 
right moral condition. It is desirable, no 
doubt, that every reader should possess 
high intellectual qualifications — ^a clear and 
sound judgment, a retentive memory, an 
active imagination, profound acquaintance 
with languages, arts and sciences, history, 
geography, chronology, &c., for all these 
are powerful helps in reading the Bible. 
But we must not suppose that no one can 
be capable of reading the Scriptures, and 
of teaching the doctrines they contain, 
without all these high gifts of nature and 
learning. They necessarily exist among 
men in different degrees, and many, without 
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their own fault are extremely deficient in 
these respects. It is enough, if, together 
with diligence and faithfulness in the use 
of such means as are generally within the 
reach of all, there be a moderate share of 
natural ability and acquaintance with hu- 
man learning. Some of the best scholars 
in the school of Christ, and most, successful 
teachers of the doctrine of grace, are found 
among those who are by no means distin- 
guished for intellectual or literary attain- 
ments. 

On the other hand, no kind or degree of 
mental furniture will enable a person to 
understand and interpret the Bible, without 
a moral preparation ^hich is not inherited 
by nature, nor obtained by mere study. 
We often find the deepest spiritual ignorance 
in connection with all the learning of the 
schools; and the most dangerous eri'ors 
have been taught and defended by minds 
of the highest order. Much as Christian- 
ity has suffered from the weakness and ig- 
norance of its advocates, it has suffered still 
more from unsanctified genius and talents. 
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There is a state of mind, according to the 
apostle, in which a man, whatever he his 
intellectual gifts, cannot receive or know 
the things of the spirit of God. 1 Cor. 2 : 14. 
Hence the exhortation, " If any man among 
you seemeth to he wise in the world, let 
him become a fool, that he may be wise; 
for the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God.'' 1 Cor. 3:18. To the same 
purpose the apostle asks, ** Where is the 
wise 7 where is the scribe? where is the 
disputer of this world ? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world ?" 1 Cor. 
1: 26. And our Saviour gave thanks to the 
Father, that the things of rehgion were hid- 
den from the wise and prudent and revealed 
unto babes. Matt. 11 : 25. 

A right moral preparation, is, therefore, 
essential to any true progress in the study 
of the Bible ; and to obtain this, every one 
who wishes to understand the things of his 
peace, should labor with the utmost serious- 
ness and zeal. 
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SECTION I. 
PVRITT Airo siiroi.BirEsa or heart. 

It has been well remarked, that the true 
sense of Scripture must necessarily be most 
easily ascertained by those whose moral 
state is most in accordance with its general 
character. 

Now the most striking characteristic of 
the Bible is Purity ; and therefore the first 
requisite to the successful study of it, wheth- 
er with reference to its authenticity, or to the 
explanation of particular doctrines, is free- 
dom from moral corruptions, and a disposi- 
tion to practice the perfect righteousness 
which is revealed in the life and precepts of 
Jesus Christ. It is not too much to say 
that all fundamental error respecting God 
apd divine things, has its origin in a per- 
verse and corrupt heart. We say funda- 
mental error; because with the purest 
feelings and motives, in this state of imper- 
fection, there may be many mistakes in 
respect to matters not essential to salvation. 
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Who can believe that he who denies the 
Divine origin of Christianity, or rejects any 
essential doctrine of the gospel, or grossly 
perverts important passages, has a pure and 
sincere heart? 

Every one has been more or less conscious 
of the powerful influence which the aflfec^ 
tions exert over the understanding, not in 
compelling it to believe and act contrary to 
its clear convictions, but in diverting atten- 
tion from disagreeable objects, in darkening 
the evidence of certain doctrines, in weak- 
ening the force of motives, in suggesting 
excuses for that course of conduct which is 
most agreeable to us, in producing an un- 
willingness to put forth those mental efforts 
which are necessary to gain clear views of 
an uncongenial truth, in magnifying the 
difficulties in the way of religion, and in 
distorting every subject that is not in har- 
mony with them. 

The Scriptures themselves frequently 
speak of a right state of the heart as the 
great condition of perceiving their moral 
beauty, and feeling the influence of the 
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truths which they reveal. " Blessed," says 
the Saviour, "are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God." Matt. 5 : 8. " The 
fear of the Lord," by which is meant a 
right state of the affections towards God, 
'' is the beginning of knowledge, and the 
instruction of wisdom." Prov. 1:7; 15 : 33. 
" The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will show them his cove- 
nant." Ps. 24: 14. " If any man will do 
the will of God, he shall know of the doc- 
trine." John 7 : 17. " But that on the good 
ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, 
and bring forth fruit with patience." Luke 
8 : 15. 

While, therefore, we may not be called 
upon to judge the hearts of others who are 
in a state of doubt, or who fall into obvious 
mistakes respecting Christianity or any of 
its essential doctrines, we ought always to 
suspect that there is some moral evil at 
work in our hearts, — that sin is corrupting 
and perverting our affections, — ^when we 
feel an interest in denying the truth of the 
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Bible, or find great difficulty in understand- 
ing those statements which relate to the 
character of God, the plan of salvation, and 
a future retribution according to our works, 
or are disposed to weaken the motives to a 
holy life which are placed before us in the 
gospel. 

SECTION II. 

FREEDOM FROM PREJT7DICE. 

Every reader of the Bible ought to be 
aware of the pernicious influence which 
pre-conceived opinion, or prejudices, exert 
upon the mind under all circumstances, and 
especially in the reading of the Divine 
oracles. 

Nothing, except the natural blindness 
and depravity of the heart, has produced 
more error, and doubt, and bitter controver- 
sy, than a disposition to measure every 
thing in the word of God, by the authority 
of some favorite author, by some supposed 
infallible maxim of philosophy, by some 
narrow theory adopted, perhaps, without 
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the slightest examination, and b7 the ever 
varying states of an ignorant and fickle 
mind. 

The Jews could not imderstand Moses, 
nor receive the doctrines of Christ, though 
the truth was preached to them amidst the 
wonders and terrors of Divine power. 
Why? Because there was a veil upon 
tiieir hearts, and their minds were blinded ; 
and even to this day, when Moses or the 
apostles are read, the same veil remains 
untaken away. 2 Cor. 3 : 14, 16. 

This veil was a sinful prejudice. They 
had, in accordance with their wishes, de« 
termined upon the manner in which God 
should conduct the affairs of his kingdom. 
They had marked out a course for the 
coming Messiah. They had formed ideas 
respecting all that he was to teach and to 
accomplish : and, having settled it in their 
minds that he was to restore the Jewish 
nation to its former splendor, and reign over 
the whole world as a temporal king, they 
could not recognize in the Man of Sorrows 
the object of their expectation, nor submit 
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to his authority which he claimed to exer- 
cise over them. Even the chosen disciples 
could not comprehend the Saviour's dis- 
courses respecting his sufferings, deaih, 
resurrection, and triumph. Luke 9: 46. 
They doubted and reasoned among them- 
selves as to what the rising firom the dead 
should mean, Mark 9: 10; and once at 
least, Peter, apparently expressing the feel- 
ings of the rest, openly denied and rejected 
the doctrine of a suffering Messiah. Matt. 
16 : 22. All these doubts, and questionings, 
and mistakes, arose from prejudice. They 
had adopted the common Jewish opinion 
that Christ was to be a temporal deliverer, 
and their hearts rose against the idea that 
he must be set at nought by the rulers, and 
suffer death as a malefactor. 

These are merely illustrations of what 
we continually witness in the church at 
the present day. Finding it impossible to 
reconcile the obvious doctrines of the Bible 
with the standard which passion, pride, ig- 
norance, and self-will have combined to set 
up in the mind, men either reject Christian- 
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ity as altogether incredible, or by an un- 
authorized mode of interpretation, force the 
Scriptures to speak the language of their 
own thoughts, and violently assail every 
doctrine which cannot be made to coincide 
with their system. What but error, and 
confusion, and endless strife can result from 
such a principle of interpretation ? 

If, therefore, we expect to understand 
and receive the whole truth which God has 
revealed for our instruction and salvation, 
we must endeavor to free our minds from 
all prejudice. We must not suffer mere 
human opinions and theories to obscure the 
light that shines from the Bible. We must 
not resolve to find there what we wish, 
nor force the text to speak the language of 
our feelings, but seek to know just what is 
the mind of the Spirit, and be willing to 
embrace cordially every thing that is clear- 
ly taught by Divine authority. This is a 
condition so essential, that without compli- 
ance with it, no degree of learning, nor any 
amount of labor can render the Scriptures 
intelligible or salutary. 
4 
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SECTION III. 

BEVERBNCK FOR THE BIRI<K AS THX WOBD OF GOD. 

We here assume, without pausing to 
state the evidence upon which the assump- 
tion rests, that the Bible was given by- 
Divine inspiration ; — that holy men wrote 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and 
that as a whole, and in all its subordinate 
parts, it is the word of God — of Him who 
made the world, — of Him in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being. '^ 

Is it necessary to say, that we should 
read such a book with the deepest rever- 
ence and awe ? If God should speak to us 
directly out of heaven, as he did to the 
Patriarchs and Prophets of the old world, 
should we not listen with profound self- 
abasement? But the Bible is his word; 
and though it is a still small voice amidst 
the noisy excitements of the world, yet it is 
clothed with his majesty and authority, 
and man should bow with the deepest 
prostration of soul before it. As Elijah in 

* See Inspiration of the Bible. 
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the cave of Horeb wrapped his face in his 
mantle when he heard the voice of God 
— ^as Moses went up into the mount with 
fear and trembling to receive the Law from 
the hand of God ; — ^as the High Priest, not 
without blood which he offered for himself 
and the errors of the people, Heb. 9:7; 
went into the mysterious Holy of Holies, 
where the visible emblem of Jehovah's 
presence blazed, upon the mercy seat, to 
consult the Divine oracle in behalf of a sin- 
ful nation, so we should open the Bible, 
and read the wonderful things which God 
has caused to be written for our guidance 
in this wilderness of life. That levity of 
soul, that feeling of self-sufficiency, that 
tendency to handle the word of life as a 
common thing, which characterizes so 
many at the present day, even in the 
church, is fatal to progress in Divine knowl- 
edge. The truth will not make its appro- 
priate impression upon an irreverent mind ; 
nay, God will hide himself in anger from 
those who treat him as an equal. It is only 
when like the prophet, we feel humbled 
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in the dust before the resplendant glo- 
ries of the Divine word, that a coal from 
the altar touches our lips, and our minds 
are filled with a Divine radiance which 
makes all truth plain. 

SECTION IV. 

flVBMIflSIOir TO THK AUTHORITY OF THK 
SCRIPTURES. 

In reading the Bible we should ever keep 
in mind that the sacred writers profess to 
spread before us, not the results of their 
own study and learning, but.the manifold 
and infallible wisdom of Grod, and demand 
of all their readers, what no human au- 
thor can consistently claim, the entire and 
cheerful surrender of the understanding, 
heart, and will, to their teaching. 

This deference to the authority of the 
written word, is every where in the Scrip- 
tures stated as one of the essential condi- 
tions of a clear and saving knowledge of 
Divine things, and the progress of the work 
of religion in the soul. " Unless ye be con- 
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verted," says the Saviour, " and become as 
little children, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." Matt. 18: 3. 

The light of revelation becomes darkness 
to those who are .determined to follow their 
own will and have their own way, while a 
childlike, sUbmissiv^e disposition, a willing- 
ness to yield all the powers of the soul to 
the wise and holy authority of our great 
Teacher, opens the mind to understand the 
wonderful things of God, dissipates the 
clouds which cover the truth, enables the 
inquirer to see a Divine beauty even in 
those passages, which, to the merely learn- 
ed, appear obscure and perplexing, and fills 
the mind with a celestial peace in doing 
the will of God. 

It is a fact which every day's observa- 
tion illustrates and confirms, that those 
who have made the greatest attainments 
in Divine knowledge, and are most distin- 
guished for their success in teaching and 
defending the great doctrines of the Bible, 
are those, who, to great industry and a 
persevering diligence, have united the pro- 
4* 
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foundest humility, and submission to Di* 
vine authority, who do not sit in judgment 
upon the word, but are willing to be judged 
by it ; who feel no confidence in any human 
opinion that contradicts the sacred oracles ; 
who sacrifice pride, and self-will, and an 
erring reason upon the altar of faith ; and 
are not ashamed to become fools in the es- 
timation of the world, that they may be 
wise unto salvation. 

This submission of the whole mind to 
the authority of the Bible, is obviously de- 
manded by our natural weakness and igno- 
rance, as well as by the nature of that 
revelation which has been sent to enlighten 
us. It is indeed the only proper state of 
man in presence of the Bible. But reason- 
able and necessary as it is, the natural 
pride of m|in, who would be as gods, know- 
ing good and evil without light from above, 
struggles violently against it, and impu- 
dently asks, " Who is Lord over us?" 
. We find this unwillingness to submit to 
the authority of the Scriptures, not only 
among those who have doubts of xhw 
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Divine origin, but sometimes even among 
those who, regard them as the word of God, 
and profess to take them for their guide. 
Without directly and openly rebelling 
against the light, they permit themselves 
to cavil at many plain declarations, to 
judge of the propriety of the Divine arrange- 
ments, to approve or disapprove according 
to their taste and judgment, to speak of the 
Bible much as they do of mere human 
compositions, and, in a word, to treat God, 
revealing himself in his word, as they 
would not suffer a child or a servant to 
treat them. This state of feeling, more 
inconsistent than the open contempt of 
infidels, who in trampling the Bible imder 
foot, endeavor to convince themselves that 
it is the work of sinful and erring men, has 
been the fruitful source of many of those 
errors, both speculative and practical, 
which have exerted so pernicious an influ- 
ence upon the church and the world. 

Every reader ought at once to settle the 
question, whether the Bible is dictated by 
the Spirit of God^ and sent to him as a 
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guide, or whether it is the work of man. 
If it is a mere human composition, reject its 
authority in matters of religion ; rely upon 
reason and philosophy; mark out a course 
for yourself, and like the young ruler, 
turn away from Christ, to find your happi- 
ness among the beggarly elements of the 
world ; confine your thoughts and aflections 
to the present life, and give up the hopes, 
the consolation, the blessed immortality, 
which the gospel offers to man. 

But if you cannot thus reject the Bible, 
with all its infinite blessings, then be con- 
sistent : submit to it as your master, abjure 
that spirit of independence and insubordi- 
nation which is so natural to the human 
heart, prostrate yourself before this Divine 
Teacher, and receive with meekness and 
humility the ingrafted word which is able 
to save your souls. Then you may hope 
to " know of the doctrine," and be led into 
all truth. 
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SECTION V. 

PREPARATION FOR RXADINO. 

In order to gain clear and satisfactory- 
views of the subjects presented in the Bible, 
there should be some previous preparation 
for reading. 

It is the practice of too many who feel 
that the study of the Scriptures cannot be 
safely dispensed with, to snatch a moment 
amidst the distracting cares or follies of the 
world, and rush into the presence of Jeho* 
vah, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 
This is as fatal to success in study, as it is 
irreverent towards God. 

We ought to take pains to place the mind 
in the best possible condition to see and 
receive the truth. We should suspend all 
other occupations, and lay aside all the 
cares and business by which our attention 
is liable to be diverted from the things of 
religion, and seek a place of stillness and 
seclusion, where we may listen undisturbed 
to the voice that speaks from heaven. We 
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should consider for a moment our need of 
this revelation, and who it is that under- 
takes to be our guide amidst the doubts and 
errors of life, calling upon our souls and all 
that is within us, to praise him for the un- 
speakable gift of this book. We should 
collect our scattered thoughts, and recall 
our wandering affections, and repress the 
worldly desires that agitate the soul, and 
endeavor to secure a season of entire calm- 
ness and serenity. 

He that prays, says an eloquent writer, 
with a troubled and discomposed spirit, is 
like one that retires into a battle to medi- 
tate, and sets up his closet in the out quar- 
ters of an army, and chooses a frontier 
garrison to be wise in. 

We may say the same bf a man who 
attempts to read the Bible with a divided 
and distracted mind. How can he under- 
stand what he reads 1 As the lake reflects 
the objects above and around it only when 
it is unbroken by waves, so truth is mir- 
rored in the soul only when we are free 
from excitement and disturbance ; and the 
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lessons of heavenly wisdom, the touching 
narratives, the sublime doctrines, the beau- 
tiful examples of piety, the holy precepts, 
the many exceeding great and precious 
promises, the awful threatenings, which 
render the Bible the most wonderful and 
interesting of books, so far from transform- 
ing us into the image of the heavenly, will 
make but a confused and imperfect impress 
sion, and may even bewilder and mislead us< 



SECTION VI. 

PATIENCX AND FEHSETXRAirCE IK HEADIXO. 

The Bible cannot be understood by those 
who are unwilling to make it the daily 
subject of study and investigation. It is a 
profound book. It contains the manifold 
wisdom of God, and must not be dismissed 
with a hasty and superficial reading. We 
should consider the reading of the Bible aB 
one of the most important and imperative 
duties of life, and assign to this work a 
certain and a sufficient share of time, wMch 
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nothing shall be pehnitted to interfere with. 
We should read often, and continuously, 
and diligently, with a patience which no 
difficulties can weary, and with a perse- 
verance which will be satisfied with noUi- 
ing short of a comprehensive knowledge of 
the whole revealed will of God. 

If you do not read in this manner, you 
cannot become familiar with the numerous 
historical facts that throw light upon the 
character of God and the condition of men. 
You will not retain in the memory the im- 
portant doctrines which are revealed as the 
foundation of human hope. You will not 
see the true relation between the different 
parts of this sublime system of grace. You 
will not find those precious pearls which lie 
in the deep ocean of truth. You will never 
be in a condition to explain or modify one 
part of the Bible by allusions contained in 
other places, nor be able to perceive the 
wonderful harmony that exists between the 
word and the works of God. 

It is one of the most obvious and ominous 
characteristics of the religious world at the 
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present day, that men are impatient of pro- 
found and continued thought, of syste- 
matic and thorough investigation, of la- 
borious searching after Divine knowledge, 
and too easily satisfied with an infrequent 
and superficial glance at the mysteries of 
redemption. Even after men have tasted 
the good word of G6d, and felt the power 
of the world to come, there is a continualr 
tendency to relax their efforts, to free them- 
selves from the wearisome duty of study, 
to waste their time in easy and profitless 
reading, to make religion a pastime rath- 
er than the work of life, and 'to take all 
their knowledge of Christian doctrine at 
second hand. With such habits nothing 
but erroneous, or at best the most superfi- 
cial and feeble views of truth can be ex- 
pected; and instead of being rooted and 
built up in Christ, and established in the 
faith, we shall ever be children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive. Eph. 4 : 14. 
5 
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SECTION VII. 

XARITEST DXBIRS TO KNOW THE TRUTH* 

We should read the Bible with a sincere * 
and earnest desire to understand the reve- 
lation which is there made to us, so far at 
least, as is essential to our salvation, and 
the safe instruction of all whose spiritual 
illumination we are bound to seek. 

A deep desire to obtain clear and ade- 
quate views, and to make sure and rapid 
progress in useful knowledge, is universally 
regarded as essential to eminence in any 
science, and he who reads or hears with a 
listless and careless mind, is always ex- 
pected to be ever learning, without arriving 
at any satisfactory knowledge of the truth 
that he needs. 

This is especially true in relation to re- 
ligious studies. The Bible is sent into the 
world, notH;o amuse an idle hour, or to fur- 
nish subjects for vain speculation or fruit- 
less debate, but as a revelation of Divine 
grace to perishing sinners. It brings light 
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for the intellect, and spiritual life for the 
soul. It speaks to us of another world, and 
solves the questions which most perplex 
and embarrass the human mind. Surely, 
to desire that we may understand the sub- 
jects thus miraculously spread before us,--^ 
that we may receive the celestial benefits 
so freely offered, — that we may realize the 
benevolent design of this revelation, — ^is 
most reasonable and necessary. 

This state of mind has characterized all 
the eminent servants of God in all ages. 
See how vehemently David descried the 
light of Divine truth. " My soul breaketh 
for the longing that it hath unto thy judg* 
ments at all times." Ps. 119 : 20. <' As 
the heart panteth after the water -brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God." 
Ps. 42 : 1. Let us feed our souls, says a 
Father of the Church, by the study of the 
Divine writings ; let us satisfy our hunger 
and quench our thirst, by the heavenly 
meat and drink which they afford. '^Bless- 
ed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
\ 
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Math. 5: 6. A deep desire to understand and 
feel the converting force of truth, is there- 
fore, one of the best interpreters of the word. 
Difficulties will vanish, obscure places will 
become plain, doubts will melt away, 
temptations will be baffled, and the word 
will become quick and powerful under the 
influence of this all engrossing passion. 
The e^^perience of all who have made 
great attainments in Divine knowledge, 
proves and illustrates this. 

But when we read, as probably by far 
the greater number do, with wandering 
minds, with languid feelings, with no defi- 
nite aim or object, we shall experience none 
of the peculiar eflectsof the written word. 
It will be to us nothing more than a com- 
mon book. We shall gather up, perhaps, 
a few fragments that lie upon the surface, 
and be enabled to talk fluently of some 
events recorded as it were in letters of fire, 
but we shall not comprehend the great de- 
sign of the Bible ; we shall have obscure 
views of the means which God employs to 
save sinners; the peculiar excellence and 
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power of the doctrines of grace as they stand 
related to the conscience and the heart, will 
be entirely lost to us ; and notwithstanding 
the infinite love manifested in the plan of 
redemption, and all our intellectual light, 
we shall remain in spiritual darkness and 
death. 



SECTION VIII. 

MEDITATION. 

It is of great importance to the clear un* 
derstanding of Divine truth, that we should 
make it the subject of constant and earnesrt 
meditation. 

Some books, says Lord Bacon, are to be 
tasted, others to be swallowed, and some 
few to be digested ; that is, some books are 
to be read only in parts, others to be read, 
but not with much curiosity, and some few 
to be read wholly, with diligence, attention 
and profound thought. In this small num- 
ber stands,^re-eminently, the word of God. 
A9 the food which we receive from without 
6# 
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repairs our wasted energies, and sustains 
us in life, only when, by the common, but 
mysterious process of digestion, it is incor- 
porated with our very substance, and be- 
comes flesh of our flesh, so it will be to 
little purpose to read the Bible, whatever 
be our state of mind, unless we keep the 
truth ever present to our conscience and 
heart, and make it spirit and life to our 
souls, by constant thought and reflection. 

We recognize this disposition to meditate 
upon the things of God, in all the most 
successful students of the Bible. Their 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his 
law do they meditate day and night. Psa. 
1: 2. '*I meditate,'' says the Psalmist, 
**on all thy works; I muse on the work of 
thy hands;" Psa. 143: 5, '*Mine eyes pre- 
vent the night watches, that I might medi- 
tate in thy word." Ps. 119 : 48. And it is 
one of the most striking peculiarities of the 
Bible, that the more you meditate upon it — 
the more steadily and earnestly 3rou con- 
template the subjects it reveals, — the more 
fully and clearly it imfolds its beauty, har- 
mony, depth, and glory to the mind. 
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Take a single doctrine which at first 
seems obscure or incredible, — a historical 
event which, according to natural laws, 
appears impossible, — a precept which strikes 
you as unnecessary or oppressive, — au ex- 
hortation of which you feel no need, — ^and 
instead of passing over it as a hard saying 
which cannot be understood, and would be 
useless if ever so plain, make it the subject 
of serious and long continued reflection: 
contemplate it in all its original connec- 
tions : consider its relations to your own 
heart and life: dwell upon it as a part of that 
revelation which was written expressly for 
your admonition and instruction, that you 
through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hope; Rom. 15:4; and 
it will soon unfold its meaning to your soul. 
/ As by steadily and intently gazing into 
' waters which at first appear dark and fath- 
• omless, you by degrees penetrate their 
depths, and see the lost jewel that lies at the 
bottom, so by dwelling with earnest medi- 
tation upon the deep things of God, light 
comes to the mental eye, and clearness to 
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the thoughts. A single passage thus stud- } 
ied, will reveal more of truth, and do more ] 
good to the soul, than T^hole books read ' 
with haste and not appropriated by medi- 
tation. 

This should be our mental emplo3rment 
in those seasons which are least occupied 
and disturbed by the necessary business 
and calls of life. In the still morning, be- 
fore the world awakes around us, demand- 
ing our attention, and troubling our 
thoughts ; — in the evening, when the works 
of the day are over, and we are released 
from our bondage ; — on the Sabbath, when 
God] commands us to rest from labor, that 
we may attend especially to the wants of 
the soul ; — we should give our individual 
attention to some portion of Divine truth, 
and endeavor to find the treasure which is 
there hidden from the world. In such 
meditations we should feel the power of 
the world to come, and be penetrated and 
filled with the spirit and life of the Divine 
word. 
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SECTION IX. 

DIVINE INFLV£NC£. 

As the Bible was written by inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost, and contains the deep 
things of God, we ought constantly to feel 
and acknowledge our need of Divine influ- 
ence to make it the power of God unto our 
salvation. 

Paul plants the good seed of the king- 
dom ; Apollos waters it with eloquent ap- 
peals to the conscience and the heart; the 
mysterious wisdom which was ordained 
before the world unto our glory, 1 Cor. 2: 
7, is spread before us, and we are required 
to read with all docility, attention and rev- 
erence; but God only can savingly illumi- 
nate the mind, and give us grace and 
strength to realize the great end of his rev- 
elations. With all our preparation, and all 
our eiforts, if left to ourselves, the Bible 
will be a sealed book, and the labors of 
Prophets and Apostles will be vain, unless 
its Author becomes our Teacher, and fills 
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our minds with his celestial light. '^ For 
what man knoweth the tilings of a man, 
save the spirit of man which is in him ? 
even so the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the spirit of God." 1 Cor. 2 : 11. 

It was this Divine teaching that David 
prayed for with such impassioned earnest- 
ness whenever he read the sacred oracles. 
Ps. 119: 27, 33, 34. It was this that 
opened the understanding of the two disci- 
ples on their way to Emmaus, and made 
their hearts to bum within them, as they 
communed together concerning the things 
of Christ Luke 24: 46. It was this that 
the Apostles waited for in constant suppli- 
cation until the day of Pentecost, when 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues as 
the spirit gave them utterance. Acts. 1 : 
4. 2: 1 — 4. It was this that opened 
Lydia's heart, so that she attended to 
the things spoken by Paul, and em- 
braced the gospel as the ground of her 
hope. Acts 16: 14. It was this^ that 
melted the hearts of the multitude to whom 
Peter preached, and convinced them that 
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the man whom they had wickedly cruci- 
fied, was both Lord and Christ. Acts 2 : 
37. It is this which now guides the people 
of God into all truth, and gives them a 
certainty of knowledge which no study or 
argument could produce. 

That this Divine aid, which is so indis- 
pensable, may be enjoyed by all who are 
convinced of their need of it, might be rea- 
sonably inferred from the character of God, 
and from the obvious design of the revela- 
tion he has given us. He has in great mercy 
given us the Bible, to guide our feet in the 
way of peace. It was written to be under- 
stood and embraced as the man of our coun- 
sel. And can we suppose, that, having giv- 
en usso much, he will withhold that gracious 
faifluence which is necessary to realize his 
own design? Will he not be the finisher 
as he is the author of our faith, and confirm 
the souls of those who follow on to know 
the Lord? What prayers can be so ac- 
ceptable to him as prayers for enlightening 
grace ? If he hears his children when they 
ask for bread, will he shut his ears when 
they ask for knowledge? 
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But we are not obliged to rest upon mere 
inference in respect to the bestowment of 
this Divine gift. It was referred to by the 
Prophets, as the great distinguishing bless- 
ing of the gospel dispensation. Isa. 54: 
13. Ezek. 36 : 27. It is promised by the 
inspired Apostles. Acts 2: 38, 39. It is 
the heavenly teaching which the Saviour 
encourag;ed all his disciples to expect as the 
result of his ascension into heaven, and his 
intercession before the mercy seat. John 16: 
6,7; 14:26. 

The condition upon which any inquirer 
after truth, may enjoy the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, is earnest believing prayer, 
prompted by a sense of personal weakness 
and dependance. '^Ask," says the Saviour, 
" and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. For every one that askcth, re- 
ceiveth ; and he that seeketh, findeth ; and 
to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 
If a son shall ask bread of any of you that 
is a father, will he give him a stone? and if 
he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a 
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serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will 
he ofter him a scorpion ? If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children ; how much more shall your heav- 
enly father give the Holy Spirit Xq them 
that ask him." Luke 11 : 9 — 13. Happy 
is the man who experiences the fulfillment 
of this precious promise. To him the word 
is clear, quick, and powerful. He is filled 
with the knowledge of the Divine will, in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding. Col. 1: 
9. He is a child of God and a joint heir with 
Jesus Christ to the eternal inheritance 
promised in the Bible. Rom. 8: 14, 17. 
He has a comforter in all his trouble, and 
a safe guide iii all his investigations ; and 
though he is not infallibly preserved from 
every error, he is sure of knowing al! things 
essential to salvation. He has the addi- 
tional satisfaction of being able to help 
others in their inquiries, and thus of being 
a co-worker with God in spreading abroad 
a knowledge of his salvation. 

Probably no one who reads this book, 
will deny or doubt the truth of this doc- 
6 
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trine respecting the necessity and suffi- 
ciency of Divine influence in the reading 
of the Bible. But while we acknowledge 
that every good and perfect gift comes 
from God, and that if any man will 
ask for wisdom it will be liberally given, 
we are often exceedingly remiss in seek- 
ing what is so important. There is in 
all minds a natural tendency to turn away 
from him who speaks from heaven, and to 
rely with a vain confidence upon human 
wisdom and learning; thus seeking the 
living among the dead. We in this age of 
theoretical and practical infidelity, are in 
peculiar danger of being spoiled by philos- 
ophy and vain deceit, of preferring the in- 
ventions of man to the offered aid of God, 
and thus, of grieving away thp spirit of 
truth, whose influence alone can produce 
in the soul the blessed assurance of faith 
and of hope. 

Let us steadfastly resist this tendency of 
our own minds, this pride of reason, which 
causes so many to err from the way of 
peace. Let us learn to distrust ourselves 
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and, acknowledging our need of a Teacher 
from heaven, cast ourselves unreservedly 
into the hands of God to be taught, sancti- 
fied, and saved by his all-sufficient grace. 
We need not fear that he will leave us in 
darkness. The love that provided an infi-* 
nite sacrifice to redeem us from guilt, which 
caused the Bible to be written for our learn- 
ing and comfort, which invites us to come 
to the Lamb of God for eternal life, will 
doubtless show us the way, and make us 
wise unto salvation. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ON THE DIFFICULTIES TO BE ENCOUNTERED IN THE 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 

It is a favorite doctrine of the Roman 
Catholics, that the Bible is so obscure and 
difficult to be understood, that it is not only 
useless, but dangerous for the common 
people to read it for themselves, and there- 
fore that they must receive with implicit 
faith the interpretations of Christian doc- 
trine, alledged to be infallible, which are 
furnished by their church. 

We cannot admit the truth of this repre- 
sentation respecting the utter obscurity of 
the sacred Scriptures, and the arrogant 
claim founded upon it, without directly de- 
nying many very intelligible passages of 
the word of God, and the testimony of 
thousands who have made it the man of 
their counsel, and found it to be spirit and 
life to their souls. 

The Bible itself claims to be a plain and 
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sufficient guide to all who will come to it 
for instruction, in a proper state of mind. 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17. " Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path." " The entrance of thy word giveth 
light." Ps. 119: 105, 130. "To them 
which sat in the region and shadow of 
death, light is sprung up." Math. 4 : 16. 
Now to talk of a teacher that cannot be 
understood by those who desire to be in- 
structed, and of a light that cannot be seen 
by all who have eyes, would be an ab- 
surdity which we dare not charge upon 
inspired men. 

The Scriptures, therefore, we maintain, 
are in general plain and easy to be under- 
stood, in respect to all things pertaining to 
the duty and salvation of man ; so that all 
who enjoy the light of reason, and will 
make suitable efforts, may understand 
6* 
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every thing contained therein which it is 
important for them to know. 

At the same time it is not to be denied 
that there are portions of the Bible which 
the most diligent students may find embar* 
rassing, and which the indolent may plead 
as an excuse for unbelief or disobedience in 
respect to the whole revelation. The 
Apostle Peter, referring to Paul's Epis- 
tles, says, that there are some things 
in them that are hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
to their own destruction. 2 Peter 3 : 16. 
This ought not to surprise nor discour- 
age us. No human work ever was, or can 
be so written as not to be more or less ob- 
scure to many readers. And how was it 
possible for God to give us a revelation in 
human language, without passages which 
must ever be difficult of interpretation ? 

It is highly important that every reader 
of the Bible should be fully aware, not only 
of the existence, but of the nature and 
source of these difficulties, so that he may 
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be prepared by a suitable mental and moral 
discipline to meet them wisely and safely. 

We shall find by a patient and careful 
examination, that a very considerable por- 
tion of the obscurity about which so much 
is said, is to be attributed to the human 
mind, and not to any fault in the Bible 
itself. 

A book may in all respects be perfect, 
clear, intelligible, in itself, and yet the 
reader may be incapable of understanding 
it in consequence of some moral defect. 
The Bible is obscure to many by reason 
of the deep spiritual darkness in which 
sin has shrouded their minds. ''If our 
Gospel is hid," says the Apostle, "it is 
hid to them that are lost, in whom the 
God of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them that believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ should shine 
unto them." 2 Cor. 4: 3, 4. In this 
case, men either see nothing, or see every 
thing discolored and distorted by the pre- 
vailing corruption of their hearts, so that 
the most certain and necessary truths 
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are no better than falsehood or fooUshness. 
1 Cor. 2 : 14. The Bible is not to blame 
for this. The language in which the es- 
sential doctrines of the Gospel are re- 
vealed, is clear enough ; and those passages 
which are the most fatally misunderstood 
and perverted, are, in themselves, among 
the plainest. The word is a lamp, and the 
law is a Ught, but the darkness does not 
comprehend it. John 1:5. 

We have already spoken of the blinding 
influence which a corrupt heart exerts over 
the understanding; and shall only say 
here, that the difficulty which a 'carnal and 
worldly man experiences in reading the 
Bible, cannot be removed by making any 
change in the statement of the doctrines of 
grace and the conditions of salvation. They 
are revealed in language peculiarly simple, 
perspicuous, and popular, evidently de- 
signed to commend them to the conscience 
of every man, whatever be his mental ac« 
quirements; and no conceivable mode of 
communicating them, would render them 
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any more intelligible to a certain class of 
readers. The darkness in which the blind 
are enveloped, cannot be dispelled by increas- 
ing the intensity of the light that shines 
upon them, but by removing the physical 
impediment which prevents them from see- 
ing it. So the only way in which the Bible, 
as a revelation of the way of salvation, can 
bo rendered luminous to men immersed in 
sin, and alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, be- 
cause of the blindness of their heart, Eph. 
4: 18, is to take away the veil from 
within, and give them a spiritual dis- 
cernment of the truth which they hate. 
This, as has been said, is the work of 
Him who gave the revelation, and not of 
any human teacher ; and they who really 
desire to see the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
enjoy the freedom and peace which it is 
adapted to impart to the soul, must pray 
earnestly, like the blind man who sat by 
the way side begging, that the eyes of their 
understanding may be enlightened, and 
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that all moral obstructions to the entrance 
of the true light, may be taken away. 

There are difficulties of another kind, 
which imply no guilt, and the removal of 
which depends upon intellectual efforts, 
that all persons may expect to meet in 
reading the Scriptures. A book perfectly 
clear and intelligible in itself, may be ob- 
scure or unintelligible through some intel- 
lectual deficiency in the reader. 

Every writer reasonably supposes his 
readers to have a certain amount of knowl- 
edge respecting the subjects upon which he 
treats, and to have sufficient capacity to 
see the pertinency of his proofs and illus- 
trations. No one can be expected to furnish 
understanding, as well as information. 
What obscurity do we find in the most 
able and perfect works, in consequence of 
ignorance of many things absolutely neces- 
sary to be previously known, but which 
those works were not designed to teach. A 
farmer, who understands well enough the 
common practical parts of his business, but 
who knows nothing of chemistry, geology, 
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or botany, would be exceedingly perplexed 
and bewildered in reading some profound 
work upon agriculture. 

So portions of the Bible may be, and ac- 
tually are unintelligible to many persons, in 
consequence of their ignorance respecting 
history, geography, natural philosophy, 
manners, customs, religious rites, &c., un- 
der which they unfortunately labor. This 
defect, the Bible itself cannot supply. It 
stands before us as an ancient monu- 
ment, upon which is inscribed the history 
of events that occurred in distant countries, 
in times far remote, among a people of 
strange speech, and customs different from 
our own: and while the great facts and 
truths which all ought to know, and which 
all must know in order to be saved, are 
written so plainly that he who runs may 
read, and every one may understand, many 
things must necessarily be unintelligible to 
those who have no acquaintance with the 
times and circumstances in which they were 
recorded. 

For the knowledge of those external 
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facts, which are necessary to a clear un- 
derstanding of all parts of the Bible, but 
which the Bible itself does not furnish, we 
must consult those who have made these 
things their study, and accept the aid, 
which in the good providence of God, is at 
the present day afforded to all who desire it. 
They who are really in earnest to ex- 
plore the Scriptures thoroughly, will not 
suffer themselves to be arrested in their 
studies by difficulties of this kind. They 
will not be too proud to confess their ignor- 
ance to those who are able to teach them. 
What they cannot find for themselves in 
the Bible, they will be glad to have ex- 
plained by those who have more light. 
They will go to their Pastor, or Teacher, 
or have recourse to some of those excellent 
commentaries upon the Bible, which are 
happily so cheap, and easy to be procured. 
If any one will not do this, it is very in- 
consistent for him to complain that the 
Bible is unintelligible, or bring forward 
those difficult passages which he is too 
proud or too indolent to study in the proper 
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manner, as reasons for neglecting those 
parts, the meaning and design of which, 
with all his ignorance, he perfectly under- 
stands. 

There are difficulties of another kind 
still. The language of the Bihle, in 
many places, is rendered obscure in various 
ways. By the great difference, as has been 
said, between the manners, customs, habits 
of thought &c., of the people among whom 
it originated, and those with which we are 
familiar. By the great length of time which 
has elapsed since the commencement of rev- 
elation, during which, many monuments 
and documents, necessary to the full eluci- 
dation of historical, genealogical, and chro- 
nological passages, have been swept away. 
By the extreme brevity of many of the his- 
torical details, the history of a thousand 
years being sometimes compressed into a 
few pages. By the use of words, which at 
the time of the composition, or translation, 
were sufficiently intelligible, but which 
have long since become obsolete, and are 
7 
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now understood only by those who make 
languages their proper study. 2 Cor. 8:1. 
By the introduction of phrases taken from 
the language of courts, which is not fa- 
miliar to the common people. Gen. 41 : 45. 
By the use of ambiguous words, which, 
are capable of more than one signification, 
e. g. " voice," Acts 9 : 7, with Acts 22 : 9. 
'' Fire," Psa. 18: 8. Deut. 4: 24. "Power," 
1 Cor. 11 : 10. By the use of abstract words 
for concrete: "circumcision." Rom. 3: 30. 
By the manner in which names are ap- 
plied, sometimes the same name being 
given to several persons, or places, as Pha- 
raoh, Herod, CsBsar, &c. Sometimes the 
same person or place having several names, 
Acts 15 : 37. Col. 4 : 10. Sometimes ap- 
pellatives being used for proper names, and 
the contrary. By the use of expressions 
peculiar to a foreign language, which have 
their origin in the customs and habits of a 
people, rather than in analogy or rules of 
grammar. Is. 3 : 1. By sentences in which 
the natural order of the words is inverted, 
or otherwise involved. By collecting many 
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thoughts and allusions in one sentence, as 
is frequently the practice of Paul. Rom. 
1 : 1-7. Eph. 3 : 1-12. Col. 1 : 3. 

We may also find diflSculty in the gen- 
eral style and fonn of a discourse. Some- 
times the sacred writers express their 
thoughts with a brevity that is exceedingly 
perplexing to many readers. Sometimes 
they clothe their ideas in the gorgeous and 
dazzling drapery of the most sublime poe- 
try. The Prophets generally speak of things 
which we should suppose might be deliv- 
ered in a plain and familiar style, in a 
diction at once copious, figurative, sublime, 
and difficult. 

There is no style or mode of writing, 
indeed, which does not present more or less 
of difficulty to the inexperienced. Even 
the simplest historical statements, in which 
the writer takes especial pains to be clear, 
frequently occasion considerable perplexity 
not merely to the ignorant, but to the more 
intelligent. 

All the difficulties of this kind may be 
overcome by a thorough and systematic 
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Study of the Divine oracles, with the dili- 
gent use of appropriate helps. A strong 
desire to discover the meaning of every 
passage, earnest attention, comparison of 
Scripture with Scripture, perseverance in 
reading, a willingness to be taught, and 
that love of truth which will not be satis- 
fied with partial knowledge of any sub- 
ject, will enlarge the sphere of thought and 
render most parts of the Bible sufficiently 
plain. 

But if after all your efforts, there should 
remain passages which cannot be inter- 
preted with confidence, and difficulties of 
language which you cannot solve, do not 
exaggerate them into fatal obstacles to 
your progress. It is better no doubt to un- 
derstand a text than to be in doubt respect- 
ing its meaning; and a clear idea is more 
agreeable than a confused notion of any 
thing ; but your true progress does not de- 
pend upon minute knowledge of ancient 
history, or chronology. There is nothing 
essential to your salvation taught in those 
obscure places, which may not be found 



nVTBRPBBTATlON OF THE BIBLE. 77 

Stated with perfect clearness in other pas- 
sages. The Bible is full of light, and a 
common diligence will save yon from essen- 
tial error. It is vain and sinful to urge a 
difficulty which grows out of some peculi- 
arity of style, as an objection to passages 
that are perfectly plain, and to resist the 
pressure of known truth, on the ground that 
you cannot remove every shade of obscu- 
rity from the pages of the Bible. 

Be more just to the Bible, and more hon- 
est towards yourselves. To the minute 
difficulties which originate in the form in 
which revelation is given, oppose the grand 
and sublime truths which shine forth with 
convincing and overwhelming splendor 
from every page. Treat the Bible as you 
do the sun, which we are told has a few 
spots upon his fiery disk ; walk in the light, 
and rejoice in its cheering warmth, and do 
not envelope yourselves in an artificial 
night, because you cannot remove these 
minute difficulties, which in respect to 
what is plain, are as nothing. 



7* 
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There are other difficulties, we acknowl- 
edge, the solution of which is beyond the 
power of man. The Bible, in some re- 
spects, is a mysterious and wonderful book. 
It contains many prophetic declarations, 
and descriptions, which belong to the re- 
mote future, and cannot be explained ex- 
cept by the events to which they refer. 
It contains many mysteries, which although 
stated in the simplest forms of speech, 
cannot be comprehended by a finite mind. 
We ought not to be offended to find such 
things in the Bible, nor turn away from it 
as unworthy of our attention, because it 
has its unintelligible side. 

Is it not so in all the works of God ? 
What part of this glorious universe is there 
that is not mysterious 1 Those things 
that are the most familiar, are often the 
most difiicult to explain. The flowers 
that bloom beneath your window, and 
the grass that clothes the fields with ver- 
dure, are wonderful in their simple beauty. 
Natural religion is full of mystery. The 
creation of the world, within a given period, 
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or eternal creation ; — The origin of evil ; — 
the reciprocal influence of spirit and mat- 
ter in man ; — the fearful problem of hu- 
man existence ; — all these subjects involve 
difficulties which no human intellect can 
explain. 

And shall we demand that the volume of 
inspiration, which speaks to us of God and 
Divine things, shall contain nothing which 
surpasses our finite powers? Shall we 
make it a condition of faith that every 
thing here shall be perfectly intelligible 7 
If this were the prominent characteristic of 
the Bible, we should have a more fatal ob- 
jection to its Divine origin than is drawn 
from its mysteries. We should at once say, 
This book cannot be Divine because it is 
not in harmony with the other works of 
God; it is leyel to the capacity of man, and 
therefore to be regarded as a human pro- 
duction. We miss here the superscription 
of God, and cannot receive this as his work. 
The mysteries of the Bible, therefore, 
instead of being obstacles to faith, are 
themselves a part of that evidence by 
which we recognize it as Divine. 



80 INTERPRETATION OP THE BIBLE. 

Nor are they useless in the economy of 
grace. It manifests a narrow view of rev- 
elation to maintain that we are benefitted 
only by that which we fully comprehend. 
Does not that which we know, in all cases, 
rest upon that which we do not know, as 
its basis and support. The plain truths 
which we understand and love, derive all 
their influence from that unknown region 
whose infinite and eternal light gleams out 
here and there in the pages of the Bible. 

Besides, those mysterious passages, be- 
fore which the ignorant and the learned are 
equal, exert a direct beneficial influence 
over the mind. They serve to repress 
the daring pride which says with Lucifer, 
son of the morning, " I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God, I will ascend above the height 
of the clouds, I will be like the Most High." 
Is. 14: 13. They admonish us of the weak- 
ness of the human intellect, and excite us to 
seek by prayer for the teaching of that 
spirit that can alone lead us into all truth. 
They quicken us to that diligence in 
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reading and study, which, though it can 
never render us familiar with all the deep 
things of God, will nevertheless make us 
wise unto salvation. They elevate the soul 
by their solemn grandeur, and awaken 
within us an unspeakable longing for that 
time, when freed from the burden of the 
flesh, and the darkness of our prison, we 
shall see as we are seen, and know even as 
we are known. 



82 



CHAPTER III. 

ON FALSE PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION. 

Having shown in what state of mind the 
Bible is to be read, and pointed out the 
nature and source of the difficulties which 
we may expect to meet in our reading ; we 
come now to inquire whether there is any- 
general principle or rule of interpretation, 
which will guide the reader safely in those 
places where a variety of explanations is 
possible, and by which the clashing opin- 
ions of men, especially in respect to things 
pertaining to salvation, may be tried. 

That there is such a principle or rule, 
the application of which, as a touch-stone, 
will discover the true sense of Scripture, so 
far at least as is necessary to prevent all 
essenlia;l error, and enable the diligent 
reader to understand all that it is import- 
ant for him to know, we cannot doubt : but 
all parties do not agree as to what and 
where this rule is. 
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SECTION I. 

THK AUTHORITT OF THE CHURCH. 

The Roman Catholics think that they 
find an infallible rule in the authority of a 
visible court or tribunal upon earth, that 
is, the Pope and his Cardinals, whom, it is 
asserted, God has especially commissioned 
to interpret the Bible in his name ; to which 
they add the decisions of general councils, 
which we are told, are incapable of error, 
and certain unwritten traditions, supposed 
to have been transmitted to us through a 
regular succession of Divinely commis- 
sioned ministers, the first of whom were 
taught by the Apostles themselves. 

As Protestants, we reject this assump- 
tion, by any body of men, of Divine au- 
thority to interpret the Bible for the world, 
and whose opinions must be received wiUi- 
out question, as at once unfounded, pre- 
sumptuous, derogatory to the character of 
the sacred writers, dishonorable to Christ, 
and dangerous to the souls of men: un- 
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founded, because the Bible claims to be, of 
itself, sufficient to make the man of God 
perfect, and to fit him for all good works ; 
presumptuous, because it claims foY man 
the attributes of the Divine author of the 
Scriptures, so that he, as God, would sit in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God* 2 Tliess. 2:4; derogatory to the 
character of the sacred writers, because it 
represents those who were commissioned to 
reveal the whole will of God concerning us, 
and to complete the canon, as having failed 
of accomplishing the work assigned them ; 
dangerous, because it takes the word of 
God from the people for whom it was ex- 
pressly written, and substitutes an irrespon- 
sible teacher who may impose what doc- 
trines, and make what conditions of pardon 
he pleases ; and dishonorable to Christ, be- 
cause it places a visible head over the 
church, instead of Him who redeemed us, 
and promised to give us his spirit to guide 
us into all truth. 

At the same time, we are careful not to 
deny the high importance of the Divinely 
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instituted ministry, or the value of solemn 
decisions made by councils regularly con- 
vened, or the utility of the ancient fathers 
and other learned and pious doctors of the 
church. 

We receive, honor, and use all these 
helps in the interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures. We have no sympathy with those 
who would sweep away all these gifts of 
God as nothing worth, and rely upon their 
own unaided private judgment, to solve 
all those great questions in relation to 
which, even the angels, we are told, are 
made wiser by the church. We remember 
with affection and suitable reverance those 
"who have the rule over us, who have 
spoken to us the word of God, and who 
watch for our souls as those who must give 
account." Heb. 13 : 7, 17. We submit with 
all necessary deference to the Pastors and 
Teachers which the Head of the church 
has given " for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ," and whose great 
8 
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object is to bring all " in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ." Eph. 
4: 11-13. For to set aside these auxilia- 
ries in the arduous work of studying the 
oracles of God, would be no less preposter- 
ous, irreverent, presumptuous, and danger- 
ous, than the conduct of those who deny 
altogether the right of private judgment, 
and strive to bring the people to a blind 
and servile obedience to the self-styled suc- 
cessors of the Apostles. Thus pursuing 
the course plainly marked out for us in the 
Bible, — using with diligence and gratitude 
all the helps which have been graciously 
provided for us in the ministry, and ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, for the acquisition of 
religious knowledge, and at the same time 
maintaining unimpaired that spiritual lib- 
erty with which Christ has made us free, — 
we are likely to avoid the Sylla and 
Charybdis of theological peril, upon which 
80 many have been wrecked, and attain to 
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a satisfactory and saving knowledge of 
Divine things.* 



SECTION II. 

THE INWARD LIGHT. 

There are others who think that they 
find the only rule of interpretation in a 
certain inward light, or direct, irresistible, 
and infallible teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
which does not permit any doubt or error 
in respect to Christian doctrine, to remain 
in the mind, and gives Divine authority to 
its possessor to explain the Bible to his fel- 
low men. 

It is doubtless the doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures, that the aid of the Spirit who dic- 
tated the written word, is necessary to 
enable us to understand and to embrace 
the truth therein revealed ; and we earn- 



* For a farther discussion of this point, we refer our read- 
ers to the " The Reading op the Bible," recently pub- 
lished by the Mass. S. S. Society, in which the Protestant 
doctrine is very fully and ably developed. 
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estly maintain this doctrine against all 
who would exclude Divine influence from 
the completed Bible, ad they would God 
from the works of creation, and trust en- 
tirely to their own sagacity to under- 
stand the Scriptures. 

This influence of the Holy Spirit is the 
greatest privilege and blessing of the chil- 
dren of God. Without it we are bewildered 
wanderers in a strange world, for "if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his." Rom. 8: 9. This influence is 
expressly promised to all who ask for it in 
a proper manner, and we are commanded 
to ask that we may receive it. 

But by the Holy Ghost promised to all 
believers, we are evidently not to under- 
stand immediate Divine inspiration. 

The great object of inspiration was to 
make certain chosen individuals the infalh- 
ble teachers of the world, in the place of 
direct communication from God. It was 
confined to the writers of the Bible, and 
unquestionably ceased when the canon of 
Scripture was completed. 
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We are not, therefore, to expect the re- 
newal of this gift, unless God has a new 
revelation to make, and then we should 
not be bound to receive any one as a 
Teacher sent directly from God, unless he 
should bring all the miraculous proofs 
which the Apostles exhibited as the signs 
of their Divine mission. 

We deem it proper to dwell for a moment 
upon this pretended rule of interpretation, 
because in all ages of Christianity, multi- 
tudes have professed to be especially raised 
up, and qualified by extraordinary Divine 
illumination, for the great work of more 
fully revealing the will of God to men; 
and strange as it may seem, their claims 
have been admitted, not only by the ignor- 
ant, but even by many who have not had 
the excuse of mental imbecility to palliate 
their errors. 

This fanatical aud absurd pretence to 
extraordinary illumination, originates, like 
the Roman Catholic doctrine, in the denial 
of the perfection and sufficiency of the 
Scriptures, and leads to as dangerous re- 
8* 
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suits. It transfers the gift of infallibility 
from the church, to individual members, 
and sets up an authority over the con- 
science, which acknowledges no responsi- 
bility, and allows of no appeal. It silences 
the Bible, that man may utter the dreams 
of his disordered imagination, or makes it 
utter the incoherent ravings of insanity. It 
imposes upon men the wildest opinions as 
essential to salvation, and requires implicit 
obedience upon pain of exclusion from the 
pale of the true church and from the favor 
of God. 

And when a man is believed to be inspir- 
ed by his deluded followers, the voice of 
God, speaking in the Bible is utterly un- 
heeded. New doctrines in direct opposition 
to those most obviously taught by the 
sacred writers, are greedily received. The 
most extravagant and foolish interpreta- 
tions are received as palpable truth. Prac- 
tices condemned and anathematized by 
Christ and his Apostles, are adopted and 
justified. A slight acquaintance with Ec- 
clesiastical history, or even with some recent 
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developments in our own age and country, 
will show what frightful evils naturally 
flowfrom this groundless claim to immedi- 
ate Divine teaching. 

While, therefore, we thankfully embrace 
the doctrine that every sincere inquirer may 
hope for spiritual assistance in his efforts 
to obtain clear views of what is revealed, 
we reject with abhorrence all pretences to 
immediate Divine inspiration, and make 
the WRITTEN WORD, interpreted with such 
helps, as we are furnished with in the min- 
istry^ and in the Bible itself, the man of 
our counsel, and our guide to eternal life. 



SECTION III. 

HUMAN RXA80N. 

Some think that they find an infallible 
rule of interpretation in the dictates of hu- 
man reason. 

As we bear much said respecting the use 
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and supremacy of reason in the study and 
explanation of Divine truth, it may be 
proper to dwell for a few moments upon 
this point. 

What is this reason which is to be made 
a judge and divider over the word of God? 

By reason, we understand that natural 
faculty of the soul by which we perceive, 
apprehend, and judge of things according 
to certain axioms which are supposed to be 
so self-evident that no sane man can deny 
their truth, or believe any thing which con- 
tradicts them. 

Now we acknowledge that this light of 
reason is, like the Bible, a Divine gift, for 
the spirit of man, says the sacred writer, is 
the candle of the Lord. Pro v. 20 : 27. And 
far be it from us to reject its use in the study 
and interpretation of the Scriptures ; for it 
would be as absurd to suppose that men 
could see the things of God without this eye 
of the soul, as that we could judge of outward 
objects without the use of the physical eye. 
It is appropriately employed in examining 
the evidence by which the authenticity of 
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the sacred text, and the Divine authority of 
the Scriptures, are proved ; — ^in arranging, 
combining, and digesting the subjects of 
revelation into a compact body and system 
of religious truth ; in the study of ancient 
languages, geography, chronology, history, 
philosophy; in reconciling apparent dis- 
crepances which may be found in the Bi- 
ble; in illustrating Divine revelation by 
the analogy of nature ; and he who is most 
diligent in the study of these things, and 
makes the greatest proficiency in all sound 
learning and literature, other things being 
equal, will be the best expositor of the sa- 
cred oracles. Let reason, then, be duly 
honored, and have its place in the Divine 
economy. 

Nevertheless, it cannot be recognized as 
the rule of interpretation, nor be allowed to 
sit as a supreme judge upon all the doc- 
trines of revelation. 

For in the first place, many of the sub- 
jects presented in the Bible are infinitely 
above the reach of the highest reason, and 
could never have been discovered by any 
human effort. 
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Here are things which eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, and which never entered 
into the heart of man, until they were re- 
vealed to us by the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 2 : 
9, 10; things relating to the nature, attri- 
butes, and works of God, — to the incarna- 
tion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ — 
to the way of salvation provided for sin- 
ners, — to the miraculous events which were 
appealed to by the sacred writers as evi- 
dences of a Divine mission, — things which 
cannot be demonstrated nor disproved by 
abstract reasoning, or arguments drawn 
from any human science, and which can 
be believed only upon the testimony of the 
Bible itself. 

What can reason do in respect to matters 
thus obviously beyond its depth, and inca- 
pable of any scientific examination, but to 
satisfy itself by evidence which it is compe- 
tent to examine, that the Bible is the word 
of God, to inquire diligently, with all the 
helps that are within reach, not what the 
sacred writers, according to our view of the 
matter, ought to have said, but what, ac- 
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cording to the obvious import of their lan- 
guage they meant to say, and so to interpret 
the different parts of the Bible, as that they 
shall not be made to contradict themselves? 

If reason goes beyond this, and attempts 
to decide authoritatively upon subjects 
which it cannot comprehend, and the truth 
of which can be settled only by Divine 
testimony, there can be nothing but confa^ 
sion and boundless error. 

There are great evils, as has been said, 
resulting from the Roman Catholic doc- 
trine of an infallible tribunal, and from a 
fanatical reliance upon immediate Divine 
inspiration, but the erection of finite and 
imperfect reason into an infallible standard 
of Divine truth, and the trial of revelation 
which is a work of God, by the measure of 
a man, is perhaps still more delusive and 
dangerous. 

According to this view, every man, 
whatever be his mental capacity or ac- 
quirements, becomes, without the light of 
inspiration, or the collective wisdom of the 
church, the judge of all doctrines, and feels 



96 INTBBPRETATION OF THE BIBLE. 

able to understand all knowledge and all 
mysteries. 

Of what authority or value are the sacred 
oracles in presence of this purblind judge ? 
What weight has Divine testimony against 
the wild speculations of a mind that is in- 
capable of fully understanding even those 
things that depend upon the evidence of the 
senses? Where shall the soul find a place 
of rest amidst the turbulent and rebellious 
reasonings of ignorance and pride ? What 
harmony in respect to religious truth can 
there be in a world where every man would 
furnish from his own scanty knowledge a 
criterion of all doctrines ? 

The practical results of making reason a 
standard by which the written word shall 
be tried, are such as might have been ex- 
pected. It has ever led to the denial of all 
statements in the Bible which involve any 
thing miraculous or mysterious, and to in- 
terpretations which reason itself would be 
ashamed of in any science but religion. 
'^ Professing themselves to be wise, men 
become fools." Rom. 1 : 22. In ancient 
and in modem times the Bible has been 
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made the subject of the most irreverent and 
scandalous treatment. The most essential 
doctrines, without which the Christian re- 
ligion would have no peculiar marks of 
Divinity, nor any saving influence, and 
whole books have been rejected, simply 
because they cannot be reconciled with the 
dictates of human reason : thus rendering 
the word of God of no effect, and closing 
the way of life to multitudes, who under 
the light of truth might have found refuge 
at the cross. 

To what has been said in relation to the 
natural limitation and imperfection of hu- 
man reason, we must add the declarations 
of Scripture and the teaching of experience 
in respect to its moral condition. 

The judge of controversies, and the guide 
to all truth, should not only be able to see 
clearly all that is to be seen, but be in 
moral harmony with the Divine oracles. 
But so far is this from being the fact that 
this boasted reason is corrupt and perverse 
as well as half blind. It is naturally dis- 
posed to reject certain statements which 
9 
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relate to the mode and terms of salvation, 
however clear and convincing the evidence 
of them may be. It is under the influence 
of worldly desires and passions to that de- 
gree, that if a voice from heaven should 
utter the doctrine of grace, its ingenuity 
would be tasked to discover some way of 
rendering them unintelligible, or contra- 
dictory. 

Even in the regenerate man, reason is 
often clouded by prejudice, and weakened 
by remaining corruptions, and biassed by 
the influence of the flesh, as we see in the 
apostle Peter, who, although he had been 
long a disciple, and doubtless a subject of 
renewing grace, was, on one occasion so far 
misled by his selfish feelings, and so savored 
of the things of men rather than the things 
of God, that the Saviour called him Sa- 
tan, and pronounced him a very danger- 
ous adviser in relation to the suflerings of 
which he spoke. Math. 16 : 23. 

Reason, then, must not be elevated into 
an infallible tribunal for the decision of all 
questions which pertain to our spiritual 
welfare. Its true place is with Mary at 
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the feet of Jesus. It must receive the truth 
that comes down from heaven, and not de- 
cide upon what it is proper for God to do, 
or what is necessary for man to helieve. 
It must search the Scriptures for that eter- 
nal life which they profess to reveal. It 
must not make the consistency of any doc- 
trine with personal feelings or long cher- 
ished views, a condition of faith, but sub- 
ject every opinion and principle to the 
judgment of the word of God. 

While reason thus humbles itself before 
the superior light of revelatioti, and strives 
to be merely a learner in the school of 
Christ, it will find every where helps in 
studying and illustrating Divine truth. 
Every faculty of the mind, and all the 
works of God, and all the treasures of sci- 
ence, will lend their aid in unfolding the 
sense of the sacred oracles ; and under the 
influence of that spirit of wisdom who 
comes into a world of ignorance and error 
to minister to those who shall be heirs of 
salvation, its path will be that of the shin- 
ing lightj shining more and more unto the 
perfect day. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BIBLE ITS OWN INTERPRETER. 

Since from what has been said it is evi- 
dent that neither the authority of the church, 
nor the immediate inspiration of the Holy 
Gbost, nor the dictates of human reason, 
can be relied on as a rule of interpretation, 
it concerns us to inquire whether there is 
any general principle by which the common 
reader, who has access to few books, and 
who cannot devote himself to sacred criti- 
cism as a science, nor solve all the literary 
difficulties which occupy the attention of 
scholars, may be so guided and enlight- 
ened, that he shall not be in danger of los- 
ing sight of any essential truth, nor of 
adopting any opinion subversive of the 
faith once delivered to the saints. 

It would be strange indeed if God, who 
has not left himself without witness in na- 
ture, which speaks to all hearts, and re- 
veals his eternal power and Godhead to all 
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who have eyes to see, had given to the 
world a volume containing a higher revela- 
tion of his character and will, without at 
the same time furnishing some criterion by 
which all who are able to read it, may not 
only recognize it as his work, but, with 
suitable diligence, ascertain all those truths 
which are essential to the present and eter- 
nal peace of man. We find the principle 
that is needed in the following passage : 
"If any man prophecy," says the Apos- 
tle, "let him prophecy according to the 
proportion, (or analogy,) of faith." Rom. 
12 : 6. Where he obviously refers, not to 
the gift of foretelling future events, (for the 
prophets spoke according to immediate Di- 
vine inspiration,) but to the ordinary gift of 
explaining or interpreting the Scriptures, 
whether publicly or in the privacy of the 
family, which is a frequent meaning of the 
expression : and by faith he means, not the 
inward exercise of faith in the believer, 
(because this is liable to many infirmities 
and imperfections, and must itself be tried 
by the word, so that it cannot be a rule,) — 
9* 
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nor any confession of faith which a church 
may have adopted, (because this must be 
gathered from, and justified by, the Scrip- 
tures,) but the object of faith, that is, the 
Bible itself, which it is our duty to study 
and believe. 

The great principle of interpretation, 
then, according to the Apostle, is to be 
found in the Scripture itself, and the whole 
volume is to be understood and explained 
by the light which shines from its own 
pages. In other words the Bible is its own 
interpreter, and is, of itself, able to make 
every reader wise unto salvation. 

This principle is based upon the ac- 
knowledged fact, or rather the fact which 
every reader must acknowledge as the con- 
dition of his success, that the Scriptures, 
although consisting of many books, written 
by different persons, at periods far distant 
from each other, treating of an infinite va- 
riety of subjects, and embracing the biog- 
raphy of the world from its creation to the 
final consummation of all things, is never- 
theless the work of one mind, forming a 
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beautiful and harmonious whole, like the 
works of nature, and manifesting one uni- 
form, consistent, and holy purpose in which 
all men are equally interested, and which 
all may at once understand. 

The Bible is of course its own interpreter 
in all those passages, by far the greater 
number, in which the mind of the Spirit is 
revealed with a clearness, which, like sun- 
light, is its own evidence, and can be proved 
by nothing plainer than itself: and if no 
other part of the sacred record could be in 
any way rendered intelligible, no one would 
fail of salvation through unavoidable ignor- 
ance of the truth. It is the combined 
splendor of these passages which makes the 
Bible like the sun, which, although it has 
a few mysterious spots that can be some- 
times seen, sheds forth light enough for the 
whole world. 

As to other places where some shade of 
obscurity rests upon the language or thought, 
and which may without care, be misunder- 
stood or perverted, the Scriptures generally 
furnish the means of ascertaining the true 
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sense. Sometimes to a declaration, which, 
standing by itself, would be yery obscure, 
perhaps altogether unintelligible, an expla- 
nation is soon subjoined, so that the reader, 
if he proceeds, feels but a slight transitory 
uneasiness. Difficult texts are frequently 
explained by comparing them with others 
in different parts of the Bible, which ai^e 
analogous either in expression or thought. 

A truth or doctrine wrapped up in para- 
bolic phraseology, may be found elsewhere 
explicitly stated in a didactic form. Types 
find their full interpretation in their ante- 
types. And many passages which are full 
of a mysterious darkness in the Old Testa- 
ment, are made luminous by the clearer 
revelation of the gospel. 

Much light is thrown upon a difficult 
passage, by some knowledge of the charac- 
ter and life of the person whonx the Holy 
Ghost employed to write it ; by ascertaining 
whether the writer, in the place we are 
reading, speaks in his own person, or by a 
figure of speech, introduces another person, 
perhaps an objector, speaking in his stead; 
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by inquiring into the moral and political 
condition of the place and time in which he 
wrote so far as they are disclosed in the 
Bible ; by forming a true notion of the nature 
and design of the particular dispensation, 
whether patriarchal, Mosaic, or Christian, 
to which the passage relates. 

It also affords great help to the under- 
standing of the Sacred writers to study 
attentively the form in which their thoughts 
are conveyed to us, whether history, poe- 
try, prophecy, or doctrine. 

In reading the histories with which the 
Bible abounds, and which renders it so at- 
tractive to all classes, it is always necessary 
to ascertaifi and keep in mind the immedi- 
ate object and purpose of the narrative, so 
far as it may be learned from the book 
itself, or from other parts of Scripture. 
This will generally determine what may 
properly and safely be deduced from it as 
doctrine for our practical direction, and how 
it may be applied to the various circum- 
stances of life. If we lose sight of this, we 
shall be in danger of rendering ancient 
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historical facts more or lees significant in 
relation to present duty than they were 
designed to be, and thus of injuring, rather 
than promoting our religious interests. 

The prophetical books are the most diffi- 
cult portions of the Bible. The lofty poet- 
ical style in which they are written, the 
highly figurative expressions with which 
they abound, the enigmatical forms in 
which their ideas are wrapped up, and the 
want of intelligible measures of time, which 
was designed to prevent a premature inter- 
pretation, all serve to render them peculiarly 
mysterious and obscure. 

There is no part of the sacred oracles 
which demand of the reader so much labor, 
intelligence, caution, piety, and humility, 
as this; no part which ignorance and fa- 
naticism have used with such destructive 
power in the church ; no part which they 
that are unstable have so frequently wrested 
to their own destruction. 

The vain and presumptuous attempts in 
former and in later times to fix the precise 
period for the second coming of Christ and 
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the end of the world, from the myBterious 
numbers of Daniel and the Revelation, 
have always been, and in the nature of the 
case must always be exceedingly injurious 
to the interests of true religion and sound 
biblical learning. 

Still, even tlie prophecies are not without 
their intelligible side, and may all minister 
to the edification and comfort of the church, 
if, as the Apostle says, of the law, they are 
used lawfully. If you study attentively the 
character, position, and especial mission of 
the prophet, the circumstances in which he 
was placed, and the history which is mingled 
with the predictions ; if you search for the 
fulfillment of particular prophecies in events 
which subsequent inspired writers expressly 
declare to be their accomplishment ; if you 
read profane history, in which Scripture 
prophecy is from time to time becoming 
realized, with care and much reflection ; if 
you wait with patient expectation for the 
accomplishment of the whole series of pro-^ 
phetical revelations in the second coming of 
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the Son of Man, ever ready to meet him, 
like servants who are waiting for their lord 
in the faithful discharge of all present duty, 
light will break into your minds even from 
these cloudy portions of truth, and you will 
experience a continual increase of faith and 
zeal in the work of the Lord. 

A very important help in reading any* 
part of the Bible is the design, whether 
general or special, of the book or passage 
which you are studying. In reading any 
author we instinctively ask for what pur- 
pose he composed his work, — ^what general 
end he wished to promote by it, — what par- 
ticular object he had in view in this or that 
passage ; — for no one is supposed to be at 
the pains of writing without some especial 
and definite object, which is the perpetual 
light and interpreter of his book. 

The Bible is not an aimless book. It has 
one common end and object. All its 
parts, however apparently different in 
character, point to one path of life. All its 
voices, whether heard and understood by 
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the world, or not, proclaim one central truth. 
All its revelations are designed to make 
known one great purpose of God with re- 
spect to man. This cannot but be obvious 
to every thoughtful reader, and we are 
bound to keep this constantly in view in all 
our reading; for though every explanation 
of an obscure passage which may be consis* 
tent with this common purpose, may not be 
the true one in that case, yet evidently 
nothing that directly contradicts this can 
be taught by any inspired writer. 

But every particular book, and even dif- 
ferent portions of the same book, had their 
immediate origin in some peculiar circum- 
stances of the times and people amcmg whom 
the sacred writers lived, and were designed 
to accomplish a special purpose in connec- 
tion with the general one, which must de- 
termine the meaning of many of his argu- 
ments and allusions. 

What the especial object of every portion 
of the Bible may be, must be gathered from 
the express declaration of the writer, from 
10 
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the state of the times arid people, from ref- 
erences found in some other sacred book, or 
from the prevalence of some error or sin 
against which the passage is obviously di- 
rected. 

Thus, a slight examination shows us 
that the whole economy and legislation of 
Moses, while it foreshadowed the great 
sacrifice and blessings of the gospel dispen* 
sation, was at the same time wisely a<^pled 
to the condition and wants of the Israel- 
ites, and was as useful to them as if it had 
no higher meaning ; that all the Prophets, 
while they predicted the coming Messiah, 
and the future glory of the church, bad 
many particular messages to persons then 
living, and important objects to promote in 
their. own time;, apd that the Saviour and 
his Apostles, while they unfolded the great 
doctrines which are essential to salvation, 
were in constant conflict with persona, 
error, prejudices, customs, &c., that have 
long since passed away, and had many 
special ends to answer among their imme- 
diate hearers. 
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If we do riot keep in mind this two-fold 
character of the sacred writings, and clearly 
distinguish between the particular and gen* 
eral objects they were designed to promote, 
we shall meet with great difficulty in every 
part of the Bible, and be liable to great 
practical errors, by separating important 
arguments, addresses, and precepts, from 
the circumstances which furnish the best 
guide to their meaning, and by applying 
them to subjects to which they have no 
reference. 

Many of the practical directions, as well 
as arguments and expostulations of Christ 
and his Apostles, had primary relation to 
the condition and wants of christians in 
that age. Some were addressed particu- 
larly to the ministers of the Church as such ; 
some were designed to instruct and encour- 
age those who were persecuted ; some had 
reference to times. of peculiar peril; some 
were intended to prepare the hearers for a 
special work; some were adapted to the 
commencement of the christian dispensa- 
tion, and had especial reference to the tela- 
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tion which it still sustained to Judaism; 
some contained instruction to those who 
were to plant churches and promulgate the 
gospel among the heathen. 

Now if we attempt to apply all these 
directions and precepts to all persons, to 
every age of Christianity, to a state of soci- 
ety and of the church totally different from 
that in which they were given, to a per- 
sonal condition, and personal duties, alto- 
gether unlike those of the persons originally 
addressed, we shall be led to very singular 
and very mischievous results. It is this 
general application of specific instructions 
and precepts, that iriduces many fanatical 
reformers to attempt the revival of modes 
of life which are either impracticable, or 
dangerous to the peace of society, and to 
adopt measures^ ostensibly for the promo- 
tion of religion, which are either simply 
absurd, or when successful, cover the 
church with sackcloth. 

While however we must beware of con- 
founding the particular with the general 
design of the sacred writers, we must take 
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care not to fall into the error of supposing 
that any of those portions of the Bible 
which had a special adaptation to men in 
former times, are useless in the present con- 
dition of the church and of the world. All 
Scripture is profitable for doctrine, correc- 
tion, reproof, and instruction in righteous^ 
ness, and there is not a text, whatever 
might have been its immediate design, 
which is not adapted to give practical in- 
struction and guidance to men in all ages. 
If you first understand the special pur- 
pose of a passage, and its original applica- 
tion, you may find in it a specification of 
some general principle, or a limitation of 
some truth which is expressed indefinably 
in other places, and learn how all men 
should act when they are internally or ex- 
ternally in the condition of those to whom 
it was first addressed. The most particu- 
lar and personal direction of our Saviour to 
one of his disciples, or an address like that 
of Paul to Philemon, may perhaps become 
a test of our obedience, and a condition of 
eternal life. 

10* 
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But the great principle in which all oth- 
ers center, — ^the all-pervading light, — ^by 
which the Bible interprets itself to every 
thoughtful reader whatever may be his 
external advantages, and, amidst the ever 
fluctuating opinions of men effectually 
guards him from all hurtful error, is the 
ANijLOGT OF DOCTRiN£, or the reference of all 
parts of Scripture to its fundamental truths. 

All means of ascertaining the sense of 
particular passages must be considered as 
subordinate to this. In all questions relat- 
ing to verbal or historical criticism, such 
an interpretation is to be sought as shall 
accord with the ground principles of re- 
vealed religion ; and although you may not, 
in every case, be able able to sajtisfy your- 
self as to what a particular text was actu- 
ally intended to signify, yet no sense is to 
be attached to it that does violence to any 
great doctrine upon which the Christian 
system rests. 

In reading a philosophical or scientific 
w:ork, if we meet with passages which seem 
obscure, or are apparently susceptible of 
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several different explanations, all of which 
cannot be true, we naturally turn to the 
declared principles of the author, or of the 
school to which he professedly belongs, and 
endeavor to discover a sense which shall 
harmonize with them, since no sensible 
writer can be presumed to advance any 
thing, deliberately, which shall contradict 
his own system. 

If we adopt this principle in relation to 
human authors, who are liable to err, and 
to contradict themselves in their own 
books, how much rather should we adhere 
to it in respect to the Bible, every part of 
which was dictated by the Holy Ghost, 
who could have permitted nothing to be 
inserted that, properly interpreted, can in 
any way conflict with the fundamental 
truths upon which our eternal welfare de- 
pends. 

There may be some diversity of opinion 
in respect to the number of fundamental 
truths, some churches or individuals find- 
ing more, aiid others fexirer which they call 
by thi9 niime; but that there are such 
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truths, that they are so clearly taught 
that all who read must necessarily reco^ 
nize them, that they are perfectly harmoni- 
ous among themselves, and that, together 
they form a standard by which all expla- 
nations of the diiFerent parts, are to be tried, 
no one can deny without giving up the 
Bible as a work of God. 

The general criterion of fundamental 
and essential truths is, the absolute neces- 
sity of a doctrine to the very existence of 
the Christian system. The Bible was ob- 
viously given for the purpose of revealing 
to sinners the way of justification and ac- 
ceptance with God. It is the charter of 
our salvation. Its great end and objdct is 
to provide a remedy for the evils of sin. 
Now whatever is essential to this great 
purpose, is fundamental truth. Whatever 
tends to destroy this, is fundamental error. 
You may doubt whether this or that 
doctrine, held by a particular denomina- 
tion, is absolutely essential to the economy 
pf grace. You might not be logically com* 
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pelled to retiounce Christianity, if you were 
to reduce the number of such truths so far 
as to appear to all other Christians as bor- 
dering hard upon infidelity. 

But there are some declarations in die 
Bible, so plain that the wayfaring man 
though a fool must hear and understand 
them, so evidently necessary that without 
them the whole system must fall to the 
ground as a baseless fabric, so related to 
the conscience and the heart, that no sect, 
or man, who reads the Bible, ever thinks 
of denying them, such as the existence of a 
God, from whom the blessings of salvation 
come, — the guilty condition of the human 
race which rendered Divine interposition 
necessary, — the sacrifice of Christ by which 
pardon is procured, — the freedom of man 
to accept or reject the offers of mercy, — ^the 
necessity of repentance and faith, — ac- 
countability to God for the max^ier in 
which we receive this Divine gift, — ^and 
others of a similar character. 

These lie at the foundation of both the 
Old and New Testament. They involve 



118 INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLB. 

the very existence and validity of the 
whole Christian system. "And they form 
an infallible standard of interpretation for 
all parts of the Bible. They are to be car- 
ried as a light into all the obscure places 
where inexperienced readers would be lia- 
ble to err. They are to be employed in 
sweeping away the false criticisms by 
which the word of God is continually mu- 
tilated, and in confirming the explanations 
which, besides other marks of truth, are 
conformed to the analogy of faith. They 
are to be relied on in all our study of the 
laws, the history, the prophecies, the mo- 
rality and the argumentation of the Bible. 

Under their guidance no reader, who 
wishes to understand what he reads, can 
innocently remain ignorant of what he 
ought to know, or form opinions which 
would be subversive of the hope that is 
in him; for though every possible sense 
of a passage which conforms generally 
to the analogy of doctrine, may not be 
the precise one intended by the author, yet 
no sense, however apparently necessary 
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according to critical laws, which contra- 
dicts this, can be true, unless the only wise 
God has contradicted himself in his own 
book, and in doubtful passages has taught 
otherwise, than in places where he has ex- 
presslv and most certainly declared his 
mind and will ; which would be absurd to 
suppose. 

Thus, as an example of the application 
of this principle, take that passage where 
the Apostle declares that he rejoices in his 
sufferings, and *' fills up that which is be- 
hind of the afflictions of Christ for his body's 
sake, which is the church." Col. 1 : 24 
This text is somewhat obscure to many 
readers in consequence of its peculiar phra- 
seology, and might be misinterpreted if it 
were taken by itself. 

Now suppose that any expositor, whether 
representing the so called infallible tribunal 
of the church, or those who profess 16 
speak from an inward revelation, or the 
mere verbal critic, who judges of all things 
according to the letter, should tell you that 
by the sufferings of Christ which Paul en* 
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dured, are to be understood/vicarious suffer- 
ings, such as those which Christ endured 
for the redemption of the world ; and from 
thence deduce the doctrine that self-inflicted 
tortures are as necessary and as available 
in the work of salvation, as the crucifixion 
of Christ. 

Without being able to determine just 
wiiat, and all that the Apostle meant to 
imply by those words, you could say posi- 
tively and without danger of error, that this 
exposition, though given by an angel from 
heaven, is indubitably false because it is 
totally repugnant to the analogy of faith. 
For the Saviour, as he bowed his head and 
gave up the Ghost upon the cross, declared 
that the work of sufiiering for the redemp- 
tion of man, was finished. John 19 : 30. 
And Paul, in another place, says, that 
Christ being ^'made perfect by suffering, 
became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey him, and that by one 
offering he hath perfected forever them that 
are sanctified." Heb. 5:9; 10 : 14. 

To attribute, therefore, any defect to the 
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sufferiDgs of Christ, which is to be supplied 
by the sufferings of men for themselves or 
others, is to overturn the whole system of 
grace, which rests upon the great doctrine 
of salvation by the vicarious sufferings and 
death of Jesus Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish, slain from the foundation of the 
world. 

We have now finished what we proposed 
to say upon the interpretation of the Bible. 
It only remains to exhort the reader, in 
a few words, to make this book the subject 
of his constant study and meditation. 

It is most worthy of your profound ad- 
miration, confidence and love. If it were, 
as infidels tell us, a human production, it is 
immeasurably superior to all other books 
written by man. Its histories are better 
attested, and more credible; its poetry is 
more magnificent; its morality is purer, its 
doctrines are more weighty ; its influence 
is more salutary. They must have been 
rare men, who could produce a book like 
this. 

But it is not the work of men. It is the 
11 



idoU 6t QoD. Holy men, indeed wrote it, 
but they wrote as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. And like all the other works 
of God, it is adapted to the whole family 
of man, while it displays the unsearchable 
wisdom of the infinite mind. It has its 
dazzling mysteries, which confound the 
pride of human learning, and make the phi- 
losophy of the schools appear insignificant, 
but it has also its pure and simple instruc- 
tions for the ignorant and the humble. Jt 
contains doctrines upon which the loftiest 
intellect may dwell forever with unfailing 
interest, and the plainest principles for the 
guidance of little children. It has steep 
and rough places where the rash and 
headstrong adventurer may be dashed in 
pieces, but it has its verdant meadows, and 
clear sparkling streams, where the shepherd 
feeds his flock in safety and in peace. 

By cultivating a right state of mind, and 
applying those simple rules which even 
plain common sense suggests, every in- 
quirer may travel this celestial road with 
the assurance that he shall not lose his 
way, nor fail of eternal life. ^^ Blessed is 



the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful : But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night." Ps. 1. Other 
hooks are useful and pleasant, and in read- 
ing them we may find an intellectual feast; 
but the Bible only is essential to the spirit- 
ual life of man. Other works of God are 
full of beauty and grandeur, and impart 
to men a wisdom very important for them 
to know, but the Bible only reveals the 
heart of God, and raises the soul into holy 
fellowship with the powers of the world to 
come. All knowledge is precious, but the 
truth as it is in Jesus will be the light of 
the Spirit, when all other knowledge shall 
have vanished away. 

The Bible is an infinite treasure. Its 
riches can never be exhausted. Its light 
can never go out. Its influence can never 
cease. It is the hanuner by which the 
hard heart is broken in godly sorrow. It is 
the fire which purges away our spiritual 



124 INTEBPRETATION OF THE BIBLE. 

corruptions. It i,s the angel of the covenant 
which guides us through the wilderness of 
life. It is the manna which comes down 
every morning upon the desert, and nour- 
ishes our souls until we are permitted to 
eat of the food of Canaan. It is the water 
that flows from the smitten rock, and fol- 
lows us in our wearisome journey. It is 
the foundation of all our hopes, the source 
of all our consolations, the only support of 
that faith which works by love, and puri- 
fies the heart, and overcomes the world. 

" Within this awful volume lies 
The mystery of mysteries ; 
And happiest they of human race. 
To whom their God has given grace 
To read, to learn, to hope, to pray, 
To lift the latch and force the way. 
But better had they ne*er been bom, 
Than read to doubt, or read to scorn.** 



